ANT 373 – FILM ANALYSIS: A.I. Revolution

Type your full name here please:____________________

Prompt: As part of course requirements in ANT 373, you will watch the PBS Film A.I. Revolution from the year 2024 in an effort to critically engage with the reading assignment (Harari – The Data Religion). Please access the film here: https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/video/ai-revolution/

You must upload your completed assignment to the Blackboard area where you accessed this document in the first place by the “single deadline” of Unit 4, namely 11:59 PM Eastern US time on Friday, June 12, 2026. Remember to save your completed document in a way that allows it to be opened in Microsoft Word or PDF. Mac users, remember to export your file to Word or PDF before you upload it (instructions on how to do that are here: https://tinyurl.com/yx9tnuxd)

This assignment is worth 5% (=5 pts) of the course grade and it will be completed as follows:

1) First, please provide your response to the following Unit 4 reading question inside the box below (please note: the question is found in the Unit 4 Reading Questions document, as well).

What does the author (=Harari) mean by ‘data religion’ or ‘dataism’? Please strive for succinctness. That is, strive to come up with the simplest definition you can based on the author’s discussion throughout.

	1-a: Please provide your response inside this box:








	1-b: As you watch the PBS Film A.I. Revolution, please strive to draw a minimum of ONE example, statement, description, detail…etc. from the film to turn your response above into a more comprehensive/meaningful/thorough…response. In other words, leverage the film to fine-tune and expand your response. Please discuss below what you are drawing from the film to do that:













2) Second, recall please you previously read The Magic of Conversational Automata (by Jones et.al.) as part of your Unit 3 activities. The authors of that reading argued for the appropriateness/fitness of the concept of “magic” to talk about conversational artificial intelligence. Having reached this point in the semester, and in particular, having completed the Harari reading (The Data Religion) as part of your Unit 4 activities, what are your thoughts on whether (or the extent to which) it is appropriate/fitting to use the concept of ‘religion’ to talk about ‘data’? Develop an argument of your own that engages the author’s (=Harari’s) argument(s) thoughtfully either by (partially or wholly) supporting or (partially or wholly) critiquing them.

	2-a: Please provide your argument inside this box:













	2-b: As you watch the PBS Film A.I. Revolution, please strive to draw a minimum of ONE example, statement, description, detail…etc. from the film to turn your argument above into a more comprehensive/meaningful/thorough…argument. In other words, leverage the film to fine-tune and expand your argument. Please discuss below what you are drawing from the film to do that:
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